
US HISTORY 
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE Name: ____________________________________ 

 

1. _________________  ________________ was an English philosopher born in the 1600s, 

also known as the “Age of _________________________” – a time when lots of new 

ideas became popular. 

 
2. He believed that people were born with _________________  _________________ that 

could not be taken away.  These included _______________, __________________, and 

____________________. 

 
3. He also believed that it was the duty of _____________________________ to protect 

these rights.  If they ever stopped protecting them, then people have a right to 

___________ and set up a new ________________________________. 

 
4. When England began raising ______________ on their colonists in America, they grew 

angry because they had nobody to speak for them in ____________________________ 

where British laws are made. 

 
5. When they began to protest, the English king threatened to take away more of their 

___________________. 

 
6. In response, the colonists, who had learned about Locke’s ideas, put together a list of 

_____________________ about the king.  They decided it was time to ______________ 

the king and form a new ____________________________.  

 
7. This “Declaration of Independence” was written by __________________  

_____________________ and signed on July 4th, 1776. 

 
8. As a result, the colonists would have to fight the _____________________  _________ 

before gaining their independence. 

 



Some of the grievances (complaints) that the colonists had about the king, which were 

included in the Declaration of Independence (language simplified): 

(1 & 2) He has refused to pass, and forbidden his governors to pass, important and necessary laws. 

(5 & 6) He has broken up certain legislatures that opposed him, and refused to let others be elected. 

(8 & 9) He has refused to establish courts of justice, and has made judges dependent on him for their jobs and 

salaries. 

(10) He has sent swarms of British officers to harass our people and eat our food. 

(11 & 12) He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent of our legislatures.  

(16) For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world; 

(17) For imposing taxes on us without our consent;  

(18) For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury;  

(23 & 24) He is waging war against us; He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and 

destroyed the lives of our people.  

(27) He has started fights among us and has also forced us to live near merciless Indian savages.  



A Man with Many Hats 

John Locke was born in England in 1632, at about the same time that 

Hobbes was about to begin his life’s work as a philosopher. Locke 

considered becoming a minister, started his career as a doctor, but ended 

up as a philosopher and political scientist. He had many interests and 

produced a number of writings that influenced future leaders. One of those 

leaders was Thomas Jefferson, who helped America gain independence 

from Britain nearly 150 years after Locke was born. Jefferson studied 

Locke’s writings, and Locke’s ideas show up in our own Constitution.  

Natural Rights  

Locke imagined a set of natural rights that human beings share. 

These are the right to life, liberty, and property. Life refers to the fact 

that people want to live and will fight to survive. Liberty means that 

people want to be as free as possible to make their own decisions. 

Property represents the fact that people want to own things that 

help them survive, such as land, food, and tools. Locke believed these 

rights aren’t given to people—people are born with them.  

The Blank Slate 

One of Locke’s books, called An Essay Concerning Human 
Understanding, took over 18 years to write! In it, he says that people 

are born with a mind like a tabula rasa, which means a blank slate 

or page. During life, that blank slate gets filled up with the things a 

person experiences with the five senses. He said people learn and 

develop differently because they are exposed to different things. The 

one thing people have in common is that they are human and share a 

human nature that is the same for all people everywhere.  

Why do we need a government? 

Locke also wondered what life would be like if people didn’t have a 

government. Like Hobbes, he believed this would lead to a state 

of nature with no rules, no one in charge, and no way for people 

to protect their natural rights. He believed the purpose of 

government is to end the state of nature and give people certain 

protections. But Locke also believed that governments should 

protect people’s natural rights.  

Social Contract 

Locke believed a government can only be legitimate, or valid, if it is 

based on a social contract with citizens. For Locke, the social contract 

between a government and its people worked both ways: The people 

agree to give up some freedoms, but only if the government agrees to 

protect everyone’s rights. If the government fails to deliver, the people 

have the right to revolt like the colonists did during the American 

Revolution. This two-way exchange between citizens and government 

was very different from Hobbes’ view. 

Reading p.2 

Why Government? Name: 

John Locke 



 
 

 
Declaration of Independence 

American Declaration of Independence 
 
(1) We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

(2) That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among 

men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. (3) 
That whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these 

ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to 

institute new government. 
 
Vocabulary 
self-evident: obvious 
endowed:  given 
unalienable: cannot be taken away 
to secure:  to protect 
instituted: set up 
deriving: getting 

just: fair 
consent: agreement 
ends: goals 
alter: change 
abolish: to get rid of  

 
 
Put the paragraph in your own words: 
 
(1) We believe in these obvious truths: that all men are created equal, that they  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.

(2) In order to protect these rights, governments are set up.  These governments 

get their powers from ______________________     _   ____________________ 

 

 
(3)______________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________.


