
US HISTORY 
THE GREAT WAR: THE HOMEFRONT Name: _______________________________________ 

 

 

prop·a·gan·da  /ˌpräpəˈgandə/  Noun 

Information, especially of a biased (one-sided) or misleading nature, used to get people to believe in and/or support a 

particular political cause or point of view.  Often uses exaggeration and/or lies. 

 

President Wilson set up the _____________________________________________ to build 
support for the war.  Wilson selected former muckraker ______________________ to head 
the organization.  Creel persuaded advertisers and artists to create thousands of posters, 
cartoons, paintings, etc. to do this – he called them 
“___________________________________”. 

 
One of the goals: ____________________________ so Americans wanted to fight them. This 
tactic was also used to inspire men to ________________________________. To help pay for 
the war, the government sold _________________________ to people, promising to pay them 
back after the war. 

Propaganda was also used to make people feel ________________________, or proud about 
their country.  The artists wanted to show that the _____________________ (rule by 
______________________) of America and the Entente Powers was “civilized,” unlike the 
________________(rule by _______________________) of the Central Powers. Artists also 
wanted to make Americans feel guilty for _________________________________ in the best 
way they could.  For most men, this meant joining the ______________________. 
 
During the war, the government set up the _________________________________________ 
to regulate industry, reduce waste, and speed up production.  They told many businesses 
________ to produce, and __________________.  They even set ________________ for some 
things.  To maintain high levels of efficiency, the government set up the __________________  
____________________________________ in 1918 to help settle disputes with labor unions.  
It improved factory conditions, promoted safety inspections 

Women were encouraged to become involved as well.  Many became __________ during the 
war. Others went to work in the ________________and other industry, picking up jobs that 
men left behind to go off and fight. 

The government encouraged _________________ to increase production, and families to 

grow and maintain a _____________ at home.  Our troops and our allies needed __________! 

The government also encouraged Americans to _______________ for the war effort, 

sponsoring “Meatless Mondays” and “Wheatless Wednesdays” where they would not 

_______________________________. 



With such an emphasis on patriotism and making the enemy look evil, Americans began to 

distrust ______________________ even more.  If it wasn’t “American,” it was suspicious.  The 

government passed the ____________________________________________, making it illegal 

to interfere with the war effort, or even say something disloyal against the government.  Many 

believed these laws violated the 1st Amendment (freedom of speech). 

 

_______________________ v. ______________________________ (1919) 

The Court ruled unanimously that certain _____________ on the 1st Amendment were OK – 

you cannot, with your free speech, create a “______________________________________” 

such as yelling “FIRE!” in a crowded movie theater. 

 

Now, sketch a propaganda poster of your own, in the space below! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


