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Cinematography 

Cinematography refers to the actual filming process where you record the footage that you will put together to create 
your film.  Good cinematography uses a variety of camera angles and filming distance to make the viewer feel more 
engaged in the emotions and actions of each scene.  Effective cinematography follows these rules: 

1. Use a variety of different shots – even in the same scene.  If you are trying to focus on a character’s emotions, a 
close-up shot of their face or even their eyes can do this very well.  If you want to emphasize the setting and 
background, to show what is going on all around, use a wide shot that 
includes a lot of the surroundings. 
 

2. Using different shots in the same scene means filming many separate 
“clips” that will be put together in the editing process.  This is why 
directors will use a device called a “clapperboard” (see right) to show 
what each clip is for before the actual scene or shot begins, to keep 
track of all the different clips. 
 

3. Avoid long, continuous segments with the same shot.  It will make things feel boring and low-quality.  Simply 
setting the camera up and filming the entire production nonstop from start to finish – all without changing focus 
or shot angle – makes for a very dull video.   

Editing 

Editing is where the real magic happens in 
filmmaking.  This is where you take all the little 
pieces, parts, clips, and cuts from filming and 
put them together just the way you want.  
Originally, this was done by literally cutting 
strips of film apart and then pasting them back 
together again in the right order.   

 

Once computers came along, this process 
became much easier.  Computers also made 
adding in music, sound effects, and special 
visual effects that much easier.  

 

When filming, remember this simple rule – you can always cut something out you don’t want in editing, so get as much 
footage as you think you will possibly need.  In the end, if you don’t need part of a clip, you can just delete it after you 
piece your film together.  Mistakes can even be saved and edited together for a “bloopers” reel at the end. 
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