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Bakin’ With Excel 
Suzette has a successful catering business that specializes in small company dinner parties. 

The most popular dessert item on her menu is old-fashioned custard. Because the number of 

people at each catered event varies, Suzette needs to be able to scale the recipe accordingly, 

so she uses a worksheet to calculate the amounts for each ingredient.  

Getting Started 

1. Open up Microsoft Excel.  

2. Set up your worksheet as shown below.  Remember to make your headings bold and centered, just like you see 

them in the example.   

 
 

Using Simple Mathematical Formulas 

3. In cell D2, create a formula that multiplies the amount of eggs for one recipe (in cell C2) by two.  Your formula 

will look like this: =C2*2 

4. Copy the formula in cell D2 (select cell D2 and press Ctrl+C), then paste it into cells D3:D6 (move down to these 

cells and paste it in by pressing Ctrl+V in each cell). 

5. In cell E2, create a formula that multiplies the amount of eggs for one recipe (in cell C2) by three.  Use the same 

format as before. 

6. Copy the formula in cell E2 to cells E3:E6. 

7. In cell F2, create a formula that multiplies the amount of eggs for one recipe (in cell C2) by four.   

8. Copy the formula in cell F2 to cells F3:F6 

 

A BIG Party! Uh oh!  Suzette just got an order so large that it will require 17 batches of custard! 

9. In cell G2, create a formula to help Suzette figure out the amount of eggs for this many batches. 

10. Copy the formula in cell G2 to cells G3:G6 so she knows how many of the other ingredients she will need. 

11. How many of each ingredient will she end up needing for this party?  Enter them below after you use Excel: 

Eggs Sugar (cups) Vanilla (tsp) Salt (tsp) Milk (cups) 

 
 

    

 

Finishing Up 

12. Save your Excel document (or “workbook”) using Excel 2 and your last name like this: Excel1-Smith.xls 

13. Use the Dropbox link on mrpeyton.com to send Mr. Peyton your finished exercise file. 

 



 

 

USEFUL TIPS: 

You can make the columns wider by pointing between the lettered cells at the top until the cursor turns into this: 

Once the cursor changes, you can click and “drag” the column left/right to make it wider or narrower. 

 

Copying and pasting becomes super easy when you learn to use keyboard shortcuts.  After you highlight what you want 

to copy, simply press Ctrl+C to copy it.  Then, when you want to paste it, simply press Ctrl+V.  If you want to cut and 

paste instead, press Ctrl+X to cut, then the same paste command as before. 
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