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The New Deal
Several of its Key Programs

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)
Problem: Overproduction meant crop prices were 
too low for farmers to make enough  money to 
survive.  Many farmers were losing their farms.

AAA Purpose: Help bring crop prices back up, and 
help farmers in the meantime.  Among other things, 
the AAA actually paid farmers not to farm for a 
while, until the oversupply could sell down!

Passed to Help: Farmers

As a side note, many southern farmers forced 
sharecroppers to leave, since they were now getting 
paid to not farm – sending many more African 
Americans in search of jobs elsewhere.
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Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

Problem: Many young Americans – especially young 
men – were unable to find work in the Depression.

CCC Purpose: Employ thousands of young Americans 
to plant trees and improve national parks.

Passed to Help: Young, Unemployed Americans

Emergency Banking Act (EBA)
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Emergency Banking Act (EBA)

Problem: Many banks across America had to close 
their doors permanently during the Depression.

EBA Purpose: Give the federal government more 
power over banks – to shut them down in an 
emergency, if necessary, and to provide emergency 
money to keep them open during a panic.

Passed to Help: banks, and the economy

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

Problem: Many Americans lost their savings when 
their banks closed permanently during the panic.

FDIC Purpose: To restore Americans’ trust in the 
banking system, the government promised to insure all 
bank depositors’ money up to a certain amount.  If the 
bank closed, the government would make sure you got 
your money.

Passed to Help: American bank depositors (and banks)
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Federal Housing Administration (FHA)

Federal Housing Administration (FHA)

Problem: Many Americans lost their homes in the 
Depression.  Others had a hard time buying one, with 
so many banks closed or reluctant to loan money.

FHA Purpose: Provide government-insured loans, 
allowing more Americans to borrow money and buy 
(or keep) their own home, affordably.

Passed to Help: Homeowners (existing and new)

National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
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National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)

Problem: Workers that had jobs had trouble forming 
unions to fight for better pay, conditions, etc.

NLRB Purpose: Along with the Wagner Act, made it 
easier for workers to form unions, and even required 
employers to agree to a single contract for all 
workers in a business.

Passed to Help: “Working Class” Americans

National Recovery Administration (NRA)

National Recovery Administration (NRA)

Problem: Fierce business competition, along with 
overproduction, helped drive prices down too low.

NRA Purpose: Brought industry, labor, and 
government together to establish “fair practices” –
eliminate cut-throat competition, and set prices.

Passed to Help: Businesses (and the economy)

Side Note: This was one of the several New Deal 
programs the Supreme Court found unconstitutional 
for giving government too much power.
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Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

Problem: Risky banking and investment practices 
helped lead to the stock market crash and the 
depression.

SEC Purpose: Enforce the rules and regulations that 
govern banking and investment, to prevent risky and 
dishonest practices from happening again.  

Passed to Help: the economy and banking system

Social Security Administration (SSA)
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Social Security Administration (SSA)

Problem: Many Americans either had no retirement 
savings, or had lost it in the bank closures.

SSA Purpose: Create a mandatory retirement savings 
program run by the government, guaranteeing some 
income for retired persons (and persons too disabled 
to work).

Passed to Help: Older Americans*  

*Side Note: It also helped younger Americans looking 
for jobs, by giving older Americans confidence they 
could retire and still have money to live on.  The jobs 
the left could then be filled by younger workers.

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

Problem: Many rural Americans still did not have 
electricity, and dealt with constant floods.

TVA Purpose: Build a series of dams in the Tennessee 
Valley to stop flooding and provide cheap electricity 
to many Americans for the first time.  This would also 
provide many jobs during the construction phase.

Passed to Help: Rural (and unemployed) Americans
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Works Progress Administration (WPA)

Works Progress Administration (WPA)

Problem: Millions of Americans needed a job during 
the Great Depression, but couldn’t find one.

WPA Purpose: Employ millions of Americans to work 
on “public works” projects (building roads, bridges, 
etc.) as well as large government-funded arts, drama, 
media, and literacy projects.

Passed to Help: Unemployed Americans

Side Note: This was one of the biggest, most 
ambitious, and most expensive programs of the New 
Deal.


