
OGT PREP QUIZ 
SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS 

1. If you wanted to learn what it was like to live in 

your town during World War II, why would 

reading a collection of letters written by 

townspeople during the war be a more credible 

source of information than a description in a 

recent history book? 

A. The letter writers would be free of bias. 

B. The letters would be easier to 

understand. 

C. The letter writers are more likely to be 

experts on the history of the war. 

D. The letters contain firsthand knowledge 

of events when they occurred. 

 

2. A newspaper prints an article about a bill in the 

U.S. Senate.  What would indicate that the 

article is biased in favor of the bill? 

A. The article quotes the entire text of the 

bill. 

B. The article is printed before the final 

vote on the bill. 

C. The article quotes only senators who 

support the bill. 

D. The article indicates that the president 

will likely veto the bill. 

 

3. The authors of many history books provide 

bibliographies that indicate the sources for 

information provided in the text.  Why would 

providing the reader with this information make 

a book more credible? 

A. It allows the reader to check the 

reputation of the writer. 

B. It allows the reader to find other books 

on the same topic. 

C. It allows the reader to form his or her 

own opinions on the topic. 

D. It allows the reader to determine the 

thoroughness of the author's research. 

  

 

 

 

Use the following chart to answer question 4. 

Daily U.S. Newspaper Circulation, 1970-2000 (in 

millions) 

Year 1970 1980 1990 2000 

Circulation 62.1 62.2 62.3 55.8 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

4. The data above support the thesis that between 

1990 and 2000 

A. the price of newspapers decreased 

steadily. 

B. people decreasingly relied on 

newspapers as a source of information. 

C. people became more informed about 

world events. 

D. information in newspapers became 

more reliable. 

Use the following chart to answer question 5. 

Population of Europe by Urban and Rural  

1950-2000 (in millions) 

 1950 1975 2000 

Urban 280 446 529 

Rural 267 230 199 

Total 547 676 728 
Source: United Nations, World Urbanization 

Prospects: the 2003 Revision 

 

5. What factor would help explain the changes in 

the rural population of Europe shown in the 

table above? 

A. People have moved from rural to urban 

areas. 

B. The overall population of Europe has 

decreased. 

C. Birth rates have increased in both urban 

and rural areas. 

D. People have immigrated to Europe from 

other regions of the world. 

 

 



 

6. Governor Stone is running for re-election.  In a letter to the editor of a local newspaper, a citizen writes: 

 
 In another letter, Governor Stone replies: 

 
 Governor Stone's statement could be reliable because 

A. it was printed in the newspaper. 

B. Governor Stone is an elected official. 

C. it contains information that can be verified. 

D. the original letter writer represents the average family. 

 

Use the following graph to answer question 7. 

 
7. In 1970 , a state government announced a program to reduce the number of state highway accidents to fewer 

than 1,000 per year within 10 years.  In 1980, the state's governor asserted that the goal of the accident 

reduction program had been met. 

 

Using the data in the graph, support or refute the governor's assertion.  Write your answer in the space 

provided.  (2 points)  Remember, 2 points equals at least two sentences. 
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