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Part 1: Terms  
Write definitions for all terms. If necessary you may use outside resources, including Wikipedia.   

Ferdinand of Aragon and 
Isabela of Castile 

encomendero Bartolome de las Casas Hernan Cortes 

Moctezuma II New Spain Francisco Pizarro 
Francisco Vacquez de 

Coronado 

Pedro de Valdivia mite Colombian Exchange Potosi 

Huancavelica haciendas Casa de la Contratacion consulado 

galleons Treaty of Tordesillas Recopilacion Council of the Indies 

letrados viceroyalties audiencia Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz 

Pedro Alvares Cabral capitaincies Paulistas Minas Gerais 

Rio de Janeiro sociedad de castas Peninsulares creoles 

Amigos del pais  War of the Spanish Succession Charles III comercio libre 

Jose de Galvez Marquis of Pombal Comunero Revolt Tupac Amaru 

  
Part 2: Questions 
Choose THREE of the short essay questions to answer. Make sure you indicate which essay you are answering. Essays must be at least 
2 paragraphs long. If necessary, feel free to use outside resources to help, just provide a citation as to where you got the information. 

1. What aspects of Iberian society were transferred to the New 
World? 

2. What are the three phases of the conquest and colonization of 
the Spanish and Portuguese in the Americas? 

3. Describe the model for American colonization that was 
established in the Caribbean. 

4. Describe how the Spanish and others exploited the Indians in 
the Americas. How did the native cultures react to the 
Europeans and were they able to resist or not? Explain. 

5. Describe the role of the Catholic Church in the creation of the 
Spanish and Portuguese settlements/empires in central and 
South America. 

6. Discuss the nature of the Spanish system of government in the 
American colonies. 

7. How did the discovery of gold and diamonds change the 
economic organization of Brazil? 

8. Describe the social hierarchy of the American colonies. 
9. Describe the 18th-century reforms in Portuguese and Spanish 

colonies and how successful were they or not? Explain. 
10. Describe the economy of the Spanish and Portuguese colonies. 

What was the main goal of the colonizers and why? What 
happened to the wealth of these colonies and why? 

 
 


