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The red Scare
Could it happen here!?

Background

• At the beginning of WWI, Russia 
was still ruled by Tsar Nicholas 
II who, like Kaiser Wilhelm in 
Germany, was an autocrat (like a 
king, or emperor).

• If you have ever seen the movie 
“Anastasia,” this was her father.

Background

• When the war began, the Tsar ordered Russian forces fight.  As 
the war drug on, he spent more and more time with the soldiers 
and away from the palace back at the capital.
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Background

• Meanwhile, back in 
Russia, the peasants 
were running low on 
food.  They were 
also losing loved 
ones in the fight with 
Germany.  Many 
began to blame it all 
on the Tsar.

Background

• The Germans were also 
suffering from having to fight 
on two fronts.  They needed to 
end the war on one side, and 
focus on the other.

Background

• The Germans devised a plan.  
They would allow Vladimir 
Lenin to travel through 
Germany back to Russia.

• Lenin had previously been 
exiled (kicked out) for 
stirring up trouble.
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Background

• Lenin had been wanting to 
start a revolution in 
Russia to overthrow the 
Tsar, and set up a new 
government that would 
take property away from 
the rich and give it to the 
poor.

Background

• The Germans allowed 
Lenin to travel back 
to Russia, but he had 
to remain on a sealed 
train that would not 
be opened until he 
arrived.  Why was he 
not allowed to stop 
inside Germany?

Background

• Lenin promised the poor 
Russian people three things 
they definitely wanted: 
Peace, Land and Bread

• He led a group of Russian 
revolutionaries known as 
the Bolsheviks who wanted 
to set up Communism.
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What is Communism?

• Communism is an 
economic and social
system in which 
everything is owned 
and controlled by the 
government.  There is 
no private property!

Economic Systems

• Economic systems can be evaluated by answering 
three questions:

• Who decides what to produce?

• Who decides how it is produced?

• Who decides who gets the stuff that is produced?

Economic Systems

• In the United States, we have a mostly MARKET
ECONOMY.  This means that:

• Consumers (people who buy things) decide what 
gets produced, because producers want to make 
money, so they produce what people want to buy.

• Producers (business owners) decide how things are 
produced, since they own their own business.

• Prices determine who gets the items that are 
produced.  If you can afford it, you can buy it!
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Economic Systems

• Communism is a mostly COMMAND ECONOMY.  This 
means that:

• The Government decides what gets produced, based 
on what it believes people need.

• The Government decide how things are produced, 
because it owns all the means of production.

• The Government determines who gets the items that 
are produced, so nobody has too little (or too much).

Changing Systems

• How did Lenin propose to 
change Russia’s system 
to Communism?  Have 
the government take 
away everybody’s private 
property!  If the owner 
refused, take it by force!

Bolshevik Revolution

• The Bolsheviks convinced Russian workers and peasants to rise up and fight the 
system.  Many people lost their property and lives.  Russian society had been 
turned upside-down.  The Tsar and his whole family were killed.  Chaos.
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The Soviet Union is Born

• The German plan was 
successful.  Russia became the 
Soviet Union, and agreed to end 
the fighting with Germany by 
signing the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk.  In the end, though, this 
would be a major problem for 
the world as the USSR grew 
more and more powerful.

Meanwhile, Back in the US

Emma Goldman
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Emma Goldman

• “Anarchism, then, really stands for the 
liberation of the human mind from the 
dominion of religion; the liberation of the 
human body from the dominion of property; 
liberation from the shackles and restraint of 
government.” 
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The Sedition Act

• The Sedition Act – 1918 was an Act of the US Congress 
signed into law by President Wilson on May 16, 1918. It 
forbade the use of "disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or 
abusive language" about the United States government, its 
flag, or its armed forces or that caused others to view the 
American government or its institutions with contempt.

• Made deportation process much easier.

Atty. Gen. A. Mitchell Palmer

Palmer Raids
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Xenophobia

• Xenophobia:  the fear of outsiders

• “Xeno” = foreign + “phobia” = fear

Nativism

• Nativism:  a policy favoring the interests 
of established inhabitants over those of 
immigrants (the fear of foreigners).

• Natives/citizens > Immigrants/foreigners
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Nativism

The “Soviet Ark” – USS Buford

Immigration Policy Changes

• Immigration Acts

• 1921 – “Emergency Quota Act” (3% 1910 Census)

• 1924 – National Origins Act (2% 1890 Census)

• Targeted Southern/Eastern European Immigrants

• Prohibited Middle-Eastern, Asian Immigrants

• 1929 – Cap of 150,000 annually (instead of %)


